APT 

You have made good work, 

You and your apron-men, that ftood fo much 
Upon the voice of occupation, and 

The breath of garlick caters. Shakcfp. Coriilanus. 

Aproned, adj. [from apron.] Wearing an apron. 

The cobler apron'd, and the parfon gown’d. Popes EJf. on M. 
APSIS, n. f. apjides , plural. [o 4 < ] 

Is applied, inaftronomy, to nvo points in the orbits of pla- 
nets, in which they are at the greatefl, and the leaft diftance 
from the fun or earth. The higher apfts is more particularly 
denominated aphelion, or apogee; the lower, perihelion, or pe- 
rigee. Chambers. 

If bodies revolve in orbits that are pretty near circles, and the 
apfides of thefe orbits be fixed, then the centripetal forces of 
thofe bodies will be reciprocally as the fquares of the difiances. 

Cheyne's Philofophkal Principles. 

APT. adj. [apt us, Lat.] 

1. Fit. 

Thisfo eminent induftry in making profelytes, more of that 
fex than of the other, groweth ; for that they are deemed after 
to ferve as inftruments in the caufe. Aptcr they are through 
the engernefs of their aft'e£lion ; after through a natural incli- 
nation" unto piety ; after through fundry opportunities, &c. 
Finally, after through a fingular delight which they take in 
giving very large and particular intelligence how all near about 
them fland affedted as concerning the fame caufe. Hooker , Pi . 

2. Having a tendency to. 

Things natural, as long as the)' keep thofe forms which give 
them their being, cannot poffibly be apt or inclinable to do 
otherwife than they do. Hooker. 

3. Inclined to ; led to. 

You may make her you love, believe it ; which, I warrant, 
flic is after to do, than confefs flie does. • Sbak. As you like it. 

Men are aft to think well of themfelves, and of their nation, 
of their courage and ftrength. Temple. 

One, who has not thefe lights, is a ftranger to what he reads, 
and aft to put a wrong interpretation upon it. Addifon. Sped/. 

Even thofe who are near the court, arc aft to deduct wrong 
confcqucnces, by rcafoning upon the motives of actions. Swift. 

What we have always feen to be done in one manner, we 
are aft to imagine there was but that one way. Eentl. Sermons. 

4. Ready ; quick; as, an apt wit. 

I have a heart as little apt as yours. 

But yet a brain that leads my ufe of anger 

To better vantage. Shakeff. Ccriolanus. 

5. Qualified for. 

All that were ftrongand apt for war, even them the king of 
Babylon brought captive to Babylon. 2 Kings, xxiv. 16. 

To Ai*t. v. a. [afto, Lat.] 

1. To fuit ; to adapt. 

We need a man that knows the fcvcral graces 
Of hiflory, and how to aft their places ; 

Where brevity, where fplcndour, and where height. 

Where fwcctnefs is required, and where weight. B. John/ori. 

2. To fit; to qualify. 

The king is melancholy, 

Afted for any ill imprefiions. Denham's Sophy. 

To A'ptate. v. a. [aftatum, Lat.] To make fit. 

To aptate a planet, is to ftrengthen the planet in pofition of 
houfe and dignities to the greatefl advantage, in order to bring 
about the defired end. Bailey. 

A'ptitude. n.f. [Frcnch.J 
t. Fitnefs. 

This evinces its perfect aptitude and fitnefs for the end to 
which it was aimed, the planting and nourifliing all true virtue 
among men. Decay of Piety. 

1. Tendency. 

In an abortion, the mother, befidcs the fruftration of her hopes, 
acquires an aptitude to mifearry for the future. Decay of Piety. 

3. Difpofition. 

He that is about children, fliould ftudy their nature and ap- 
titudes, what turns they eaffly take, and what becomes them ; 
what their native flock is, and what it is fit for. Locke. 

Aptly, adv. [from apt.} 

1 Properly ; with juft connection, or correfpondencc ; fidy. 

That part 

Was aptly fitted, and naturally perform'd. Sh. As you like it. 

But what the mafs nutritious does divide ? 

What makes them aptly to the limbs adhere, 

In youth encreafe them, and in age repair ? Blaekmore. 

2. Juftly; pertinently. 

Irena-us very aptly remarks, that thofe nations, who were not 
pofl'eft of the gofpcls, had the fame accounts of our Saviour, 
which are in the Evangelifts. Addifon on the Chriflian Rciig. 

3. Readily ; acutely ; as, he learned his bufinefs very aptly. 
A'ptness. n.f. [trom apt.] 

X. Fitnefs; fuitablencfs. 

The nature of every law muft be judged of by the aftnefs 
of things therein preferibed, unto the lame end. Hooker. 

There are antecedent and independent aptneffes in things ; 
with refpect to which, they are fit to be commanded or for- 
bidden. Norris's Mfcel. 
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2. Difpofition to any thing. 

The nobles receive fo to heart the baniftiment of thatwc 
thy Coriolanus, that they are in a ripe aptnefs to take all povv r 

- Coriolanus. 


from the people. cs/mteejj 

3. Qiiicknefs of apprehenfion ; readinefs to learn. 

What fliould be the ap tnefs of birds, in comparifon of beafts 
to imitate fpeech, may be enquired. Bacon's Nat. Hi/kV 

4. Tendency. J J ‘ 

Some feeds of goodnefs give him a reiifli of fucii reflection: 
as have an aptnefs to improve the mind. Addifon. Spectator 
A'ptote. n.f. [of « and •&.;.] A noun which is not dediiui 
with cafes. 

AQUA. n.f. [Latin.] A word fignifying water, very muchufed 
in chymical writings. 

AQUA FORTIS. [Latin.] A corrofivc liquor made b_v diftil], 
ing purified nitre with calcined vitriol, or rectified oil of vitriol 
in aftrong heat: the liquor, which rifes in fumes red as blood 
being collefted, is the fpiritof nitre or aqua fortis ; which ferves 
as a menftruum for diflolvingof filver, and all other metals, ex- 
cept gold. But if fea fait, or fal ammoniack, be added to aqua 
fortis, it commences aqua regia, and will then diflolve no meal 
but gold. Aqua fortis is commonly held to have been invented 
about the year 1 300 ; though others will have it to have been 
known in the time of Mofes. It is fcrviceable to refiners, in 
feparating filver from gold and copper ; to the workers in mo- 
faick, for ftaining and colouring their woods ; to dyers, in their 
colours, particularly fcarlct; and to other artifts, for colour- 
ing bone and ivory. With aqua fortis bookbinders marble the 
covers of books, and diamond cutters feparate diamonds from 
metalline powders. It is alfo ufed in etching copper or brafs 
plates. Chambers. 

The diflblving of filver in aqua fortis , and gold in aqua re- 
gia, and not vice verfi, would not be difficult to know. Lode. 
AQUA MARINA, of the Italian lapidaries, is of a fea orbluilh 
green. This ftone feems to me to be the beryllus of Pliny. 

Woodward' s Meth. of Folfils. 
AQUA MIRABILIS. [Latin.] The wonderful water, is pre- 
pared of cloves, galangals, cubebs, mace, cardomums, nutmeg, 
ginger, and fpirit of wine, digefted twenty four hours, thendif- 
tilled. It is a good and agreeable cordial. 

AQUA REGIA , or AQUA REG ALIS. [Latin.] An ccidcor- 
rofive fpirit or water, fo called bccaul'e it ferves as a menftruum 
to diflolve gold, commonly efteemed the king of metals. Its 
bafts, or effential ingredient, is common fea fait, the only fait 
in nature which will operate on gold. It is commonly pre- 
pared by mixing common fea fait, or fal ammoniack, or the 
fpirit of them, with fpirit of nitre, or common aqua fortis. 

Chambers. 

He adds to his complex idea of gold, that of fixednefs or fo- 
lubility in aqua regia. Locke. 

AQUA- V IT Ai . [Latin.] It is commonly underflood of what 
is otherwife called brandy, or fpirit of wine, either Ample 
or prepared with aromaticks. But fome appropriate the term 
brandy to what is procured from wine, or the grape ; aqua-vita , 
to that drawn after the fame manner from malt. Chambers. 

I will rather truft a Fleming with my butter, parfon Hugh 
the Welchman with my cheefe, an Irifhman with my aqua vita 
bottle, or a thief to walk with my ambling gelding, than my 
wife with hcrfelf. Shake/p. Merry Wives of Windfir. 

Aqua' tick. adj. [aquaticus, Lat. from aqua, water.] 

1. That which inhabits the water. 

The vaft variety of worms found in animals, as well terref- 
trial as aquatick, arc taken into their bodies by meats and drinks. 

Ray on Creation. 

Brutes may be confidcred as either aerial, terreftrial, aquatick, 
or amphibious. Aquatick arc thole whofe conftant abode is up- 
on the water. Lock. 

2. Applied to plants, that which grows in the water. 

Flags, and fuch like aquaticks, are beft deftroyed by drain- 
ing. Mortimer's Husbandry- 

A'qu atile. adj. [ aquatilis , Lat.] That which inhabits the 
water. 

A'qu e duct. n.f. [aquaduttus, Lat.] A conveyance made for 
carrying water from one place to another ; made on uneven 
ground, to preferve the level of the water, and convey it by a 
canal. Some aquedudls are under ground, and others above it, 
fupported by arches. 

Among the remains of old Rome, the grandeur of the com- 
monwealth fliews itfelf chiefly in temples, highways, aqucdults, 
walls and bridges of the city. Addifon' s Remarks on Italy . 

Hither the rills of water are convey’d 

In curious aquedufls, by nature laid 

To carry' all the humour. Blaekmore, Creation. 

A'queous. adj. [from aqua, water, Lat.] Watery'. 

The vehement fire requifitc to its fufion, forced away all the 
aqueous and fugitive moifturc. Ray on Cr eation. 

A'qu eousn ess. n.f. [ aquoftas , Lat.] Wateriftincfs. 
A'quiline. adj. [aquilinus, Lat. from aquila, an eagle.] Refen 1 ' 
bling an eagle; when applied to the nofe, hooked. 

His nofe was aquiline, his eyes were blue, _ , 

Ruddy his lips, and frelh and fair his hue. Dryden's- Fakes. 
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a branch, return, o r pUe ? .of amin eM . 
Ara'neoUs. adj. [from aranea, Lat. a cobwebs] Refembhn 0 a 

C The curious araneous membrane of the eye conftrmgcth and 
dilateth it, and fo varieth its focus. Derham s Ph. Iheol. 

Ara'tiok. n.f. [ aratio , Lat.] The a£ or pra&ce of plow- 


A'ratory. adj. [from are, Lat. to plow.] That which contri- 
butes to tillage. ..... 

A'rbalist. n.f [from arcus, a bow, and bahjla, an engine t 

throw ftoncs.] A crofs-bow. 

It is reported by William Brito, that the arcubahfta, or ar- 
lalifl, was firft (hewed to the French by our king Richard the 
firft, who was fhortly after llain by a quarrel thereof. Camden. 

ARBITER, n. f [Lat.] . . . 

1. A judge appointed by the parties, to whofe determination they 

voluntarily fubmit. , . 

He would put himfelf into the king’s hands, and make him 
arbiter of the peace. _ Bacon s Henry I . 

2. One who has the power of decifion or regulation ; a judge. 

Next him, high arbiter. 

Chance governs all. Milton s Par. Lofl , b. ii. /. goq. 

His majefty, in this great conjuncture, feems to be generally 
allowed for the foie arbiter of the aftiiirs of chriflendom. 7 «npZf. 

Arbitrable, adj. [from arbitror, Lat.] Arbitrary; depend- 
ing upon the will. 

The ordinary revenue of a parfonage is in land, called the 
glebe ; in tyth'e, a fet part of our goods rendered to God ; in 
other offerings beftowed upon God by the people, either in iuch 
arbitrable proportion as their own devotion moveth them, or 
as the laws or cuftoms of particular places do require them. 

Sfclman. 

Arbitrament, n f. [from arbitror, Lat.] Will; determina- 
tion ; choice. 


Stand faff ! to (land or fall, 

Free in thine own arbitrament it (lands, 

Perfect within, no outward aid require ; 

And all temptation to tranfgrefs repel. Milton s Par. Lofl. 

A'rbitrarily. adv. [from arbitrary .] With no other rule than 
the will ; dcfpotically ; abfolutcly. 

He governed arbitrarily , lie was expelled ; and came to the 
deferred end of all tyrants. Dryden’s Virgil’s JEneid , Pref . 

Areitra'rious. adj. [from arbitrarius, Lat.] Arbitrary; de- 
pending on the will. 

Thefe are (landing and irrepealable truths, fuch as have no 
precarious cxiftctice, or arbitrarious dcpendance upon any will 
or underftanding whatfoever. Norris's Mifcellanies. 

Arbitra'riousi.y. adv. [from arbitrarious.} Arbitrarily; ac- 
cording to mere will and pleafure. 

Where words are impofed arbitrarioufy, diftorted from their 
common ufe, the mind muft be led into mifprifion. Glanville. 

A'rbitrary. adj. [ arbitrarius , Lat.] 

1. Defpotick; abfolute ; bound by no law; following the will 
without reftraint. It is applied both to perfons and things. 

In vain the Tyrian queen refigns her life 
For the chafte glory of a virtuous wife. 

If lying bards may falfe amours rehearfe. 

And blaft her name with arbitrary verfe. 

Their regal tyrants fliall.with bluflies hide 
Their little lufts of arbitrary pride, 

Nor bear to fee their vaffals ty’d. 

2. Depending on no rule ; capricious. 

It may be perceived, with what infecurity we aferibe cffccR 
depending on the natural period of time, unto arbitrary calcu- 
Vol. I. 
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lations, and fuch as vary at pleafure. 

To A'rbitrate. v. a. [arbitror, Lat.J 

, To decide ; to determine. . wh olc* 

This might have been prevented, and made w hole* 

"With very" cafy arguments of loye, 

Which now the manage of two kingdoms muft 
With fearful blootly blue arbitrate. S/.akfp. 0 J 

2 . T °J^S C vv ° h f ; rc 3n cqua l po ife of hope and fear 

That Incline to hope! rather than fear. Milton's ComuSs 

To Vo* "-fv 

A,ViWrio». »./ [from arbitror, Lat.] The taerminalion 
of a oak by a judge mutually agreed on by the partrea con- 

tending. n 

f R An SwwSnay'j judge between party and party, cho ^jf 

their mutual confent. 

Be a good foldier, or upright truftee. 

An arbitrator from corruption free. Urya. juv>. 

2 . A governour ; a prefident. 

Though heav’n be lhut* 

And heav’n’s high arbitrator fit fecure 

In his own ftrength, this place may be expos d. M. Par. Lojt. 

3. He that has the power of adling by his own choice without 

limit or controul. ' 

Another Blenheim or Ramillies will make the confederates 
matters of their own terms, and arbitrators of a peace. 

Addifoii on the State of the h'cir. 

4. The determiner ; he that puts an end to any affair. 

But now the arbitrator of defpairs. 

Juft death, kind umpire of man’s miferies* . 

With i'weet enlargement doth difmifs me hence. Sh. II. V 1. 

The end crowns all ; 

And that old common arbitrator , time. 

Will one day end it. Shakejp. Troilus and Creffida. 

Arbi'trem ent. n.f. [from arbitror, Lat.] 

X. Decifion; determination. 

I know the knight is incenfed againft you, even to a morta 
arbitrement ; but nothing of the circumftance more. 

Shakcfp. Twelfth Night. 
Aid was granted, and the quarrel brought to the arbitrement 
of the fword. Hayward. 

2. Compromife. 

Lukewarm perfons think they may accommodate points of 
religion by middle ways, and witty reconcilements ; as if they 
would make an arbitrement between God and man. Bacon's Ejf. 
A'rbor ary. adj. [arborarius, Lat.] Of or belonging to a tree. D, 
A'rbor ft. n.f. [arbor, Lat. a tree.] A fmall tree or fhrub. 
No arboret with painted bloffoms dreft. 

And fmelling fweet, but there it might be found. 

To bud out fair, and her fweet fmells throw all around. 


Fairy Queen, b. ii. cant. 6. 

Now hid, now feen, 

Among thick woven erborets, and flow’rs, 

Imbroidcr’d on each bank. Milton s Paradife Lofl, b. tx, 

ArboReous. adj. [arboreus, Lat.] 

1 . Belonging to trees. 

2. A term in botany, to diftinguifli fuch fungufes or modes as 
grow upon trees, from thofe that grow on the ground. Quincy. 

They (peak properly, who make it an arboreous cxcrefcencc, 
or rather a fuperplant bred of a vifeous and fuperfluous lopp, 
which the tree itfelf cannot affimilate. Brown's Vulgar Err. 

A'rborist. n.f. [ arborijle , Fr. from arbor, atree.] A naturalift 
who makes trees his ftudy. 

The nature of the mulberry, which the arlorifls obferve to 
be long in the begetting his buds ; but the cold feafons being 
paft, he (hoots them all out in a night. HerwcFs Vocal Forcjl. 

A'rborous. adj. [from arbor, Lat.] Belonging to a tree. 

From under ftiady arbor ous roof 
Soon as they forth were come to open fight 
Of day-fpring, and the fun. Milton's Par. Lofl, b. v. 

ARboUr. n.f. [from arbor, Lat. a tree.] A bower; a place 
covered with green branches of trees. 

Nay you (hall lee mine orchard, where, in an arbour, we will 
cat a laft year’s pippin of my own grafting. Shah. Henry IV. 

Let us divide our labours : thou, where choice 
Leads thee, or where moft needs, whether to wind 
The woodbine round this arbour, or direct 
The clafping ivy where to dimbi Milton’s Par. Lofl, l. ix. 

For noon-day’s heat are clolcr arbours made. 

And for frelh cv’ningair the op’ner glade. Dryd. State of Iron. 

Arbour vine. A fpecies of bind weed ; which fee. 

A'&busClB. n.f. [arbufcula, Lat.] Any little fturub. DUl. 
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